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ANNEX 3:

RESOLUTION:

THE NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR COBSEA (2008-2012)

Recalling the decisions of the 17th Meeting of COBSEA;

Recalling the resolution from the 18th Meeting of COBSEA on the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA;

Recalling the resolution from the Special Intergovernmental Session of COBSEA on Recommendations to the

19th Meeting of COBSEA on the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA;

Desiring to strengthen the implementation of the East Asian Seas Action Plan through an enhanced engagement

of COBSEA in the three thematic areas of marine and land-based pollution, coastal and marine habitat

conservation and management and response to coastal disasters;

Recognising that the four inter-linked strategies of information management, national capacity building,

identifying and addressing strategic and emerging issues and facilitating regional cooperation would contribute

to the sustainable development of the East Asian Seas region; and

Reaffirming that the new strategic direction for COBSEA for the period 2008-2012 would revitalise and

re-orientate COBSEA as an intergovernmental organisation that can assist and support the member countries

in the management of the coastal and marine environment.

The 19th Meeting of COBSEA:

Adopts the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA (2008-2012);

Agrees to review the pledges to the East Asian Seas Trust Fund at the 20th Meeting of COBSEA;

Requests the COBSEA Secretariat to:

I. Continue to approach member countries, donor countries and relevant international organizations

regarding possible in kind and other contribution to support the implementation of activities in line

with the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA (2008-2012); and

II. Consult with member countries regarding possible increased and differentiated voluntary

contributions to the East Asian Seas Trust Fund and to present different options for the level of

contributions to the 20th Meeting of COBSEA for its consideration.

Urges member countries to support the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA (2008-2012) through national

implementation of activities and to report their achievements to the 20th Meeting of COBSEA.
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ANNEX 4:

THE NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR COBSEA (2008-2012)

23 January 2008
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BACKGROUND

1 The UNEP Regional Seas Programme was launched in 1974 in the wake of the 1972 United Nations

Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm. It aims to address the accelerating degradation of

the world’s oceans and coastal areas through the sustainable management and use of the marine and coastal

environments and by engaging neighbouring countries in comprehensive and specific actions to protect their

shared marine environment.

2 In East Asia, five states (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand) recognised that:

“steps are urgently needed to formulate and establish a scientific programme involving research, prevention

and control of marine pollution and monitoring”. In response, the UNEP Governing Council supported the

establishment of a regional seas programme for East Asia in 1977.

3 An Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the

East Asian Region (the East Asian Seas Action Plan) was adopted in 1981. The East Asian Seas Trust Fund

was established to finance activities and the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA) was

formed to provide overall policy coordination of the East Asian Seas Action Plan.

4 In 1993 the East Asian Seas Regional Coordinating Unit (EAS/RCU) was established to manage fewer,

larger and regional projects. By 1994, COBSEA’s membership expanded with the addition of Australia,

Cambodia, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Korea, and Viet Nam to its present number of ten

member countries.

5 The Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

(GPA) was adopted in 1995 and in 2000 COBSEA endorsed the Regional Programme of Action for the Protection

of the Marine Environment of the East Asian Seas from the Effects of Land-based Activities.

6 In 1996 the EAS/RCU started the development of the UNEP/GEF Project entitled “Reversing

Environmental Trends in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”. The project was initiated to address

environmental problems of the marine environment in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand and includes

seven of the ten COBSEA member countries, i.e. Cambodia, the People’s Republic of China, Malaysia,

Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. The project brief was endorsed at the 15th Meeting of COBSEA

in 2000 and the project became operational in 2002. The overall goals of this project are to create an environment,

at the regional level, in which collaboration and partnership (between all stakeholders and at all levels) in

addressing the environmental problems of the South China Sea is fostered and encouraged and to enhance

the capacity of the participating governments to integrate environmental considerations into national

development planning.

7 At the 16th Meeting of COBSEA in 2001 and consequently at the 17th Meeting in 2004, COBSEA member

countries were informed that financial support from the UNEP Environment Fund would be reduced. In all the

Regional Seas Programmes, support for the secretariat comes from member countries. UNEP, according to

its mandate, is not a funding organisation and the Environment Fund has been established to provide seed

funds to address various global, regional and national environmental issues.

8 An independent review of the East Asian Seas Action Plan was conducted in 2003 and recommended

a refocus of COBSEA. Work on a White Paper commenced in November 2004. The proposed new strategic

direction for COBSEA was discussed at two regional meetings in Bangkok in early 2005; the First Regional

Partners Workshop on Regional Coordination Mechanisms in the East Asian Seas Region on 9-10 May and

the Brainstorming Meeting of National Focal Points on the New Strategic Direction for COBSEA on 11 May.

Representatives from partner programmes and bodies such as AWGCME, IOC/WESTPAC, NOWPAP,

PEMSEA, SCS Project and SEAFDEC as well as from member countries endorsed in principle the rationale
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