NOWPAP update May-July 2011
A NOWPAP promotion event on the Ocean Day 

In conjunction with the Toyama port call of Hakusan, oil recovery and harbour dredging vessel, which participated in the third NOWPAP joint oil spill response exercise held in Wakkanai, Japan in 2010, NOWPAP Deputy Coordinator delivered a presentation to Toyama citizens introducing NOWPAP activities including those carried out under the NOWPAP regional oil spill contingency plan.  The presentation was a part of a Toyama Prefectural Government programme of promoting public awareness of oil spill preparedness and response, which was arranged on 18 July, the Ocean Day observed as a national holiday in Japan.  In addition, NOWPAP representatives attended a welcome ceremony for the arrival of Hakusan and exchanged gifts with the captain on 16 July.

Development of RCU staff project management skills
In line with UNEP efforts to strengthen project management capacity, NOWPAP RCU staff members have completed the “Projects in a Controlled Environment (PRINCE2)” online training courses.  This internationally-recognized standard of project management covers the product-based planning, control and management which can be applied to any size and type of projects.  RCU staff will use the project management skills to implement all NOWPAP ongoing and future activities. 
Eco-life Act in Toyama

NOWPAP representative attended the Eco-life Act meeting and delivered a congratulatory address on 19 June 2011 in Toyama.  The Eco-life Act campaign in Toyama started in 2007, encouraging ordinary citizens to take environmental friendly actions in their daily life.  NOWPAP has been involved in the campaign through participating in the annual meetings where outstanding individuals were awarded by the governor of Toyama Prefecture for their excellent performance in practicing eco-life.
DINRAC and MERRAC convened Focal Points Meetings

Two of the NOWPAP Regional Activity Centres (RAC) have convened their annual Focal Points Meetings (FPMs) where on-going activities and projects were reviewed and workplans were discussed for 2011 as well as for the next biennium.  At the 9th DINRAC FPM held on 26-28 April 2011 in Hangzhou, China, it has been agreed to carry out, among others, the following major activities:
- 
compilation of an Atlas of marine invasive species;
- 
collection of available data and information on sea water and bottom sediments quality 
(including major pollutants) in NOWPAP member states;
- 
preparation of annual summary of policies and measures taken by NOWPAP members 
on prevention of coastal and marine pollution. 
At the 14th MERRAC Focal Points Meeting and the 6th Competent National Authorities Meeting held on 7-10 June 2011 in Daejeon, Republic of Korea, MERRAC considered implementing, among others, the following activities: 
- 
assessment of environmental impact of oil spill incidents in the NOWPAP region;
- 
compilation of information on legislation related to marine pollution damage, civil liability 
and compensation; 
· organization of a full-scale field oil spill response exercise in Republic of Korea in May-June 2012 during the 2012 Yeosu Expo. 
The proposed RAC workplans will be subject to approval of the 16th Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM) to be organized by the end of this year.

NOWPAP at the Inauguration of GTI Environmental Board 

At the invitation of Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI) secretariat, NOWPAP representative attended the Inaugural Meeting of GTI Environmental Board (held on 1-2 June 2011 in Beijing) as a resource person to introduce NOWPAP activities.  GTI and its predecessor, the Tumen River Area Development Programme (TRADP), have been supported by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) since early 1990s, as a regional intergovernmental mechanism to promote economic development and environmental cooperation in the Northeast Asia.  GTI started to revitalize its activities in recent years in the areas of energy, transport, tourism, investment and trade, emphasizing environment as a cross-cutting sector.  With the overlapping membership of China, Republic of Korea and Russia in both NOWPAP and GTI, and considering environment as an issue of mutual concern, both sides agreed to maintain close contacts in order to explore possible ways of cooperation in the future.

NOWPAP to host 13th GMRS

NOWPAP will host the 13th Global Meeting of Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans (GMRS) in Busan, Republic of Korea, on 3-5 October 2011.  The focus of this annual meeting will be on the implementation of the Global Programme of Action (GPA) to protect the marine environment from land-based activities.  Prvious GMRS meetings in recent years were held in Bergen (Norway), Bangkok (Thailand), Guayaquil (Ecuador) and other locations, hosted by individual Regional Seas programmes.

NOWPAP financial situation improved

After about 10 years of uncertainty, on 26 May 2011 the Russian Government had issued a Resolution resuming its commitment to annual contributions to the NOWPAP Trust Fund at a scale agreed by the Intergovernmental Meeting.  With this commitment, financial sustainability of NOWPAP will be improved significantly, allowing to start new activities to address marine and coastal environmental issues of a regional concern.

APN granted a project on Impacts of Global Warming on Coastal and Marine Ecosystems in the Northwest Pacific
The Asia Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN), a network of member country governments that promotes global change research and strengthens interactions between the science community and policy-makers in the region, has recently approved the titled project.  The highly-productive western North Pacific has experienced dramatic changes in oceanographic conditions and ecosystem structure, driven by climatic changes and anthropogenic interventions.  It is intended to conduct comparative studies across NOWPAP countries (China, Japan, Korea and Russia) to evaluate regional differences in the responses of marine ecosystems to the changes in the NOWPAP sea area (33-52oN; 121-143oE) by a project team composed of natural and socioeconomic scientists.  This project will provide scientific basis to decision makers in developing policy strategies that incorporate regional differences in marine ecosystems supporting fish stocks as well as in vulnerability and adaptation of fisheries industries to climate change.
The project concept was initiated by NOWPAP and will be implemented under the leadership of Dr. Sukgeun Jung (Jeju National University, Republic of Korea).
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