	NOWPAP at the meeting of Regional Seas Coordinators

	 The NOWPAP Coordinator and Scientific Affairs Officer attended the meeting convened on 21-25 February 2011 in Nairobi, Kenya for the Coordinators of UNEP-administered Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans.  At the meeting, the NOWPAP representatives learned about the details of the activities being implemented  by the UNEP Marine and Coastal Ecosystems Branch (MCEB) as well as other initiatives such as Blue Carbon, GPA IGR-3, marine litter, nutrients partnership, GEF-5, UN Regular Process and TWAP, Rio+20 conference.  The NOWPAP representatives had several meetings with MCEB staff members as well as other UNEP and UNON staff to talk about possible involvement of NOWPAP in MCEB programme of work, including seeking support from MCEB for NOWPAP participation in the Expo 2012 in Yeosu, Korea and smooth implementation of NOWPAP in terms of finance, administrative and human resources services.  

As this meeting was held in conjunction with the 26th session of the UNEP Governing Council, NOWPAP representatives met briefly with delegates from NOWPAP member states and in particular were assured by the Russian delegates on the positive solution regarding their contributions to the NOWPAP trust fund. 
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	NOWPAP at the YSLME meeting

	The NOWPAP Deputy Coordinator attended the 7th Meeting of the Regional Scientific and Technical Panel and Project Steering Committee for the UNDP/GEF Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (YSLME) Project which was held on 23-25 February 2011 in Beijing, the People’s Republic of China.   The meeting participants were intended to discuss the arrangements for the transitional period, as the current project is expected to be continued into its second phase (to be funded by GEF).   As a partner, NOWPAP has been working closely with YSLME and had some activities being jointly implemented.  Such cooperation between NOWPAP and YSLME was appreciated by the meeting.  As the project is expected to enter into its second phase, NOWPAP will be continuously involved in the implementation. 
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	UNEP Year Book 2011 launched

	The UNEP Year Book 2011 - Emerging Issues in Our Changing Global Environment - was launched recently.  It is the 8th edition of the UNEP flagship report which examines global emerging issues and provides the latest environmental science.  It also highlights major environmental events and developments over the past year, and presents the most recent data and indicator trends.  As the ocean has become a global repository for much of the waste we produce, marine litter (plastic debris) has been included as an issue in this Year Book for the first time.  NOWPAP Scientific Affairs Officer has participated in the drafting team and contributed as one of the co-authors of that chapter. 
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	Consultations on development of NOWPAP Medium Term Strategy

	As requested by the member states at the recently convened 15th NOWPAP Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM) in Moscow, RCU has started consultations with the Regional Activity Centres on the development of the NOWPAP Medium Term Strategy in order to enhance NOWPAP implementation. RCU has convened meetings with CEARAC and MERRAC in December 2010 and January 2011 to discuss their comments and suggestions for elaborating the strategy, while exchanged ideas with DINRAC and POMRAC as well through correspondence. After completion of the consultations, the strategy will be further modified and shared with NOWPAP national focal points for their comments aiming for its final approval at the 16th NOWPAP IGM in 2011. Once adopted at the 16th IGM, the strategy which sets directions for NOWPAP implementation in 2012-2017 will be used to prioritise future NOWPAP activities, including the next biennium programme of work of 2012-2013. 
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